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INTRODUCTION 
In 1908, Ray Stannard Baker in his documentary novel of Negro Ameri¬ 
cans, Following the Color Line, made a very keen observation: 
One of the things that has interested me most of all in studying Ne¬ 
gro communities especially in the North, has been to find them so 
torn by cliques and divided by such wide differences of opinion . . . 
but they all group themselves into two great parties. 
Afro-Americans for many a year have been at odds with each other on the 
issue of the best way to solve the problems of the black man in the white 
American society. But the ideological controversy which developed in the 
community between 1895 and 1910 was most likely the most important funda¬ 
mental problem black America had to resolve for itself. The problem was 
whether black Americans would accommodate themselves to their inferior 
caste status and all of its ramifications or whether it would continue 
its tradition of protest which Frederick Douglass exemplied so well. 
It will be the purpose of this essay to analyze the development of 
the ideological contestants of Booker T. Washington from his Atlanta ad¬ 
dress of 1895 to the organization of the NAACP in 1910. 
This paper will be divided into five sections or chapters. The first 
will be a brief expose of the political, social and economic milieu of late 
nineteenth and early twentieth century America in regards to the Negro. 
The second chapter will be an exploration of Booker T. Washington's philo¬ 
sophy for solving the race problem. Since his ideology changed very little 
after 1895, the text of his Atlanta address will be used as the basis of 
analysis of his philosophy. The last three chapters will deal with the 
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activities of individuals and organizations who opposed Washington be¬ 
tween 1895 and 1910. Let us now begin an exploration of the black pro¬ 
test movement between 1895 and 1910. 
CHAPTER I 
SOME ASPECTS OF NEGRO LIFE IN AMERICA, 1895-1910 
In order to understand the program of Booker T. Washington and the 
alternatives offered by Du Bois one must have an accurate knowledge of 
the situation of the Negro community in the South at the time of the con¬ 
troversy and must know the framework from which Washington had to work. 
In order to evaluate this framework the historian must look at the polit¬ 
ical, economic and social conditions of the southern Negro between 1895 
and 1910. This study is limited to the South because the majority of the 
Negro population was there and Washington's program was designed for this 
area. 
The Civil War and reconstruction had a profound economic impact on 
the South. The majority of the region's capital was destroyed by the War 
and emancipation. The planters subsequently had to depend on credit from 
supply merchants and bankers which produced the sharecropping system and 
forced a heavy reliance on cotton as a mortgagable and saleable crop. The 
dependence on the cotton crop was such that little food was produced, and 
therefore diet was poor. The fertility of the soil was rapidly depleting 
and farming techniques were static.^- The sharecropper also suffered from 
the fluctuating cotton market. All of these factors contributed to the 
Julius Jacobson, The Negro and the American Labor Movement (Garden 
City: Doubleday & Co., Inc., 1968), p. 67. 
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vicious cycle of self-perpetuating poverty. Whites as well as Negroes 
suffered from this decadent economy. Finding no one else to blame, the 
whites placed the burden of the guilt for their destitute situation on 
the Negro. As a matter of fact, the Klu Klux Klan was formed for one rea¬ 
son, to remove the Negroes from competition in the cotton producing in¬ 
dustry. 
Although both Negro and white suffered the same disabilities, it 
would be a mistake to infer that their conditions were equal. Unlike the 
Negroes, the whites had some control over public offices and were not re¬ 
stricted if they wished to leave agriculture. In many areas of the South 
the Negro was kept in a state of virtual bondage by local law officers 
and the plantation debt system. 
Outside of agriculture which most of the southern Negroes were in¬ 
volved in, opportunities to compete with whites on an equal basis were 
very limited. Up against segregated political and social backgrounds, the 
Negro was also faced with segregated labor policies. In labor the Negro 
was hampered by the segregationist policies of the local unions. For 
example, the screwmen, a group of Southern longshoremen, who stored cotton 
and tobacco aboard ships with jackscrews, were among the most successful 
organized labor groups in that region. After the Civil War, Negro long¬ 
shoremen, learned the screwmen1s trade and were forced to form separate 
organizations which entered into work sharing agreements with white screw¬ 
men. Although the work sharing agreements worked out, there was a steady 
undercurrent of racial trouble which erupted from time to time in race 
riots. These riots were caused by the employers using Negroes as strike¬ 
breakers and Negro dissatisfaction with the work quotas, which gave whites 
the better and permanent jobs. The carpenters also organized Negroes into 
5 
separate locals which restricted Negro members from equal employment op¬ 
portunities. In some cases like Charleston, South Carolina, whites struck 
against using Negroes on building projects outside of the Negro community. 
Unions like the Sheet Metal Workers, Electricians, Iron Workers, Elevator 
Constructors, and Plumbers completely eliminated Negroes. The few Negro 
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workers of their trade were restricted to working in Negro neighborhoods. 
Perhaps the most shocking display of racial segregation is seen in 
the movements to disfranchise the Negroes in the 1890's. Disfranchisement 
of the Negro was delayed for many years after reconstruction for these 
reasons. First of all, and probably the most important was the mounting 
tide of agrarian populism supporting the alliance of black and white farmers 
of the South. For example in Georgia white radical Tom Watson stated the 
following: "Negro and whites should unite to put down money interests who 
were fleecing them all."^ Secondly the Southern whites were split into two 
parties; both the Democrats and Populists sought to win the Negro to their 
causes. The conservative Democrats at the same time saw the Negro as a 
means of defeating the Populist. Last of all, the Lodge Force Bill of 
1890, a measure to safeguard black suffrage, by sending Federal marshals 
to the south to check balloting, was defeated by a narrow margin. 
But in 1898 qualms against disfranchisement were laid to rest. Many 
means were used to disfranchise the Southern Negro. Intimidation on an 
extensive scale was used by southern whites to discourage black voters. 
Vigilante groups such as the Night Riders and Red Shirts were used 
2 
Ibid., p. 1. 
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Tom Watson Papers, "Notes for a Speech," Howard University Library, 
Washington, D. C. 
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throughout the South. Other devices which had more respectable appearances 
were used. Polling places were usually set up far from the Negro communi¬ 
ties; bridges and roads were inconveniently blocked on election day, poll¬ 
ing places were sometimes changed without giving notice to the Negro com¬ 
munity. In some places no uniform ballot was used so the voting box could 
easily be stuffed. To the constitution of Mississippi there was added a 
suffrage amendment which imposed a poll tax of two dollars, and excluded 
anyone convicted of bribery, burglary, theft, arson, perjury, murder, and 
bigamy from voting. It also barred those who could not read and interpret 
any section of the constitution. This last measure alone excluded 123,000 
4 
Negro voters. 
In South Carolina, Ben Tillman returned from the Senate to serve on 
the Committee of Rights and Suffrage which helped revise the state con¬ 
stitution. He managed to certify a law which placed a one dollar poll tax 
on voting. One also had to have the ability to read and write the state 
constitution or own $300 worth of property. 
In Louisiana, a device known as the "grandfather clause" was written 
in the constitution in 1898. The clause stipulated that only males whose 
fathers and grandfathers were qualified to vote January 1, 1863 were quali¬ 
fied to vote. Of course no Negroes were qualified to vote in 1863. 
By the turn of the century the whites had all but eliminated the Ne¬ 
gro voting power. In Mississippi, the Negro was disfranchised by consti¬ 
tutional amendment in 1890. South Carolina in 1895 also disfranchised Ne¬ 
groes by amendment. Louisiana came next by amendment, Alabama in 1901, 
4 
Rayford Logan, The Negro In American Life and Thought: The Nadir, 
1877 - 1901 (New York: Dial Press, 1954). pT 156. 
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North Carolina in 1900, Virginia in 1901-1902, and Georgia and Oklahoma 
in 1908 by constitutional amendments. Over the same year Tennessee, 
Florida, Arkansas, and Texas accomplished disfranchisement by the means 
of poll taxes and other devices."* 
To see how effectivetthe various devices were in the southern states 
one only has to look at certain statistics. For example in 1896 there 
were 130, 344 Negroes registered to vote in Louisiana; by 1900 only 5,320 
were in the books. Out of 181,471 Negroes of voting age in Alabama in 
6 1900 only 3,000 could vote after the constitutional amendment. 
By 1906 the South had thoroughly eliminated the Negro from politics. 
The major arguments used by the white politicians to justify their exclu¬ 
sion of the Negro was that they were afraid that the Negro would hold the 
balance of power if the whites split their votes along economic lines. 
With this racist argument, the white demagogues were able to perpetuate 
the one party system. Men like Ben Tillman openly admitted: "We stuffed 
the ballot box, we shut them and we are not ashamed of it." The South 
felt thoroughly justified in its disfranchisement of Negroes, and it 
seemed as if the whole country backed them. First of all the federal 
government was using racist arguments to support United States policies 
in the Pacific and Caribbean areas after 1898, making it difficult to 
counter similar arguments used by the South in their treatment of the Ne¬ 
gro. Secondly the political compromise in 1877 terminated the occupation 
of Northern troops in the South which seemingly left the Negro problem in 
Southern hands. There was also a feeling that the Northern whites also 
5Ibid., pp. 158-161. 
^Ibid., p. 164. 
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favored segregation of the races and second class citizenship for the Ne¬ 
gro and would not send troops back to the South. This belief was support¬ 
ed by the segregation of the federal army.^ 
Perhaps the most stunning justification of the white supremacy came 
with the decisions of the Supreme Court. Practically all the decisions of 
the United States Supreme Court after reconstruction to the end of the cen¬ 
tury curtailed or nullified the rights of Negroes. For example, in the 
case United States vs. Reese, the court found loopholes in the Civil Rights 
Enforcement Act of 1870, which was passed by Congress to enforce the Fif¬ 
teenth Amendment. The court held that Congressional Action was limited to 
preventing discrimination in the right to vote because of race, color, or 
previous conditions of servitude. Since certain provisions of the act 
were not confined to such limited classes of discrimination these sections 
were ruled unconstitutional. In the case United States vs -Cruikshank in 
1876 the court held that section six of the Enforcement Act was unconsti¬ 
tutional. That section forbade two or more persons to conspire to "oppress, 
threaten or intimidate any citizen with the intent to prevent or hinder 
his free exercise and enjoyment of any right or privilege granted to him 
by the constitution." The Supreme Court ruled as such stating that all 
these charges were not indictable under any act of Congress because it 
could not be proven that anyone wanted to deny a Negro his vote or free 
participation in the society because of his race. The entire law was re- 
8 
pealed in 1896. 
^Ibid., p. 96. 
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Ibid., p. 98. 
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Another example of the high courts segregationist decisions came in 
1882 in the case of United States vs.Harris which declared the Klu Klux 
Act of 1871 unconstitutional. The act stated that heavy penalties would 
be levied on anyone conspiring to impede the effects of the Fourteenth and 
Fifteenth Amendments. The court's rationale in the decision rested on the 
argument that the amendments dealt with state actions not individual ac¬ 
tion. In the United States vs.Stanley, the civil rights cases, various 
incidents were involved. These cases denied the Negro the rights to sit 
in public accommodations such as theaters, railroad cars, hotels. In the 
last two cases mentioned the Negro was not protected by the constitution 
against acts of individual segregation and intimidation. Perhaps the final 
and most striking blow to the Negro came in the Plessy vs. Ferguson deci¬ 
sion of 1896 in which the Supreme Court upheld the doctrine of "separate 
but equal accommodations" and went on to say its doctrine was valid for 
public schools also. This decision made any kind of separation of races 
9 
legal in the eyes of the federal laws. 
The series of Supreme Court decisions in these years molded a frame 
of mind which gave constitutional sanction to the theory of the inferiori¬ 
ty of races. The decisions of the courts were perhaps one of the most de¬ 
vastating blows to the hope of racial equality in our country. These 
rulings could be said to have set back the Negro in his quest for equality 
for about fifty-six years or until at least the decision of Brown et al. 
vs.Topeka Board of Education et al. of 1954. 
Milton Kovotiz, The Constitution and Civil Rights (New York: 
Columbia University Press, 1947), pp. 201-203. 
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Perhaps another reason for the consolidation of segregation, intimi¬ 
dation, and disfranchisement of the Negro in the South during these years 
was the succession of weak presidents between 1877 and 1901. In 1877 
President Rutherford B. Hayes promised the South that he would remove 
Northern troops which occupied their region since reconstruction if he were 
elected as president in the House of Representatives. In other words, he 
was saying that he would leave the Negro problem in southern hands. Presi¬ 
dents Garfield, Arthur, and Cleveland allowed the Southern question to sim¬ 
mer between 1881-1889. Under McKinley the series of disfranchisements were 
enacted by the Southern states while he made idle gestures against their 
... 10 
policies. 
Another factor which shaped American minds on its image of the Negro 
was the press, novels, theatre, and public magazines. Although the Negro 
was not the only minority group ridiculed it was the hardest hit and per¬ 
haps the most lasting impressions were formed because of these media of 
communication. Writers such as Mark Twain, Thomas Nelson Page, Joel Harris, 
Harry Stillwell Edwards and F. Hopkins Smith produced seven stereotypes of 
Negroes: the contented slave, the wretched freedman, comic Negro, the 
brute Negro, the tragic Mulatto, the local color Negro, and the exotic 
primative. All of these stereotypes were based on exaggeration, omission, 
and the divergence of the Negro from Anglo-Saxon norms. These novelists 
and journalists gave very imbalanced pictures of the Negro life and person¬ 
ality. On stage the Negro was laughed at in such plays as The White Slave, 
Out of Bondage, Eph. of the Slave Deviation, Uncle Tom's Freedom, Down on the 
Swanie River, and My Old Southern Home. Again the Negro was depicted as 
10 
Logan, p. 37. 
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lazy, lustful, uneducated, etc. The Darktown Comics by Thomas Worth por¬ 
trayed the Negro misbehaving in prints such as "Lawn Tennis at Darktown," 
"The Darktown Yacht Club," "The Darktown Hunt," etc. brought the stereo¬ 
type of the Negro to new prospectives of humor; all of these media dis¬ 
played the Negro as an inferior being. They spread the seeds of racism 
across the whole country into the minds of old and young alike creating a 
morality which still exists today. 
One hundred and twenty years ago Horace Mann referred to education as 
"the great equalizer of the conditions of men .... The balance wheel of 
12 the social machinery." 
The education of the Negroes during this period is directly linked to 
the activities of the Freedman Bureau after the Civil War. Despite the op¬ 
position from Southern whites the Bureau was able to give instruction to 
250,000 black students and establish more than 4,000 schools. Because of 
the need for Negro teachers the Bureau had to establish institutions of 
higher learning. Among the institutions founded were Howard University, 
Atlanta University and Fisk University. Black churches also established 
institutions of higher learning in this period. Among these were Atlanta 
Baptist College (Morehouse) and the previously established Wilberforce. 
Although most of these institutions were called colleges and universities 
1 *3 
most of the instruction did not go beyond a secondary level. 
The development of Hampton Institute and Tuskegee required special 
11Ibid. , p. 162. 
12 
E. Franklin Frazier, Black Bourgeoisie (Glencoe, 111." Free Press, 
1968) , p. 56. 
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Ibid., p. 58. 
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attention. Although founded by the American Missionary Association, 
Hampton developed a character of its own under Samuel Armstrong. He wanted 
to develop "moral as well as mental strength for his students so they would 
be first rate mechanical laborers." These ideals were carried to Tuske- 
gee by one of its graduates, Booker T. Washington. The ascendancy of 
Washington as leader of the Negro gave the idea of individual education a 
new importance in Negro as well as white affairs. 
Shortly after the abolition of slavery philanthropic organizations 
in the north began to support Negro education. Such foundations as the 
Peabody Foundation donated $1,000,000 to Negro schools. The JeanesFund es¬ 
tablished in 1905 donated $200,000 to black schools, and the Slater Fund also 
contributed $1,000,000 for black education. 
Although the philanthropists affected greater support of public educa¬ 
tion, they did little in the South to encourage the equitable distribution 
of public funds. Thus in Florida, per capita cost of education per school 
population was $5.92 for whites and $2.27 for Negroes. In Adams County, 
Mississippi, $22.25 was paid for white children and only $2.00 for Negro 
children.^ 
In this period, 1890, education for blacks took great strides. As 
Horace Mann Bond pointed out: "At no time or place in America has there 
been exemplified so pathetic a faith in education as the lever of racial 
progress. 
14 
John Hope Franklin, From Slavery to Freedom: A History of Ameri¬ 
can Negroes (New York: Alfred A. Knopf, Inc., 1956), p. 387. 
^Horace Mann Bond, The Education of the Negro in The American So¬ 
cial Order (New York: Prentice-Hall, Inc., 1934), pp. 22-23. 
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Mothers and fathers as well as children were in classes learning to read. 
Although this period marked great educational progress for blacks it did 
have its setbacks. There were only a nominal amount of blacks in the 
white universities and trade schools. Although education was widespread 
it was not on the par with white schools. Often the black schools had 
the worst physical facilities and textbooks. The black teachers were often 
equipped with only a secondary education. Some times they didn't have that 
much. When Booker T. Washington dominated black education most of the 
philanthropic funds went to industrial schools while the liberal arts 
schools struggled for their existence.^ 
Another reason which could have contributed to the failure of con¬ 
stitutional protection of economic, political and social rights was the 
fact that the status of the Negro had to be determined in an era when big 
business in the North was beginning the phenomenal growth that has made 
the United States the greatest industrial and financial power in the his¬ 
tory of mankind. In that age the equalitarian theories of some northern¬ 
ers could not prevail against the increased profit that would result from 
the reestablishment of friendly relations with the old enemy. The social, 
political and economic rights of blacks were again ruled out. In 1877 
the blacks' rights were neglected because of the political compromise of 
President Hayes and the South. In 1889, and 1890 the national government 
was so busy trying to curb the monopolistic trend of business or trying 
to get their share in it, that they paid little attention to the Negroes. 
Uneducated and most of the time without proper skills,the blacks could not 
take advantage of the "Gilded Age." Most of the unskilled work was given 
Frazier, pp. 59-60. 
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to the immigrants instead of blacks. The labor unions in this era refused 
black membership and apprenticeships. 
Violent manifestations against blacks in the North and South grew 
to tragic proportions in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. 
"In the last sixteen years of the nineteenth century there have been more 
than 2,500 lynchings, the great majority of which were Negroes." In the 
first two years of the twentieth century there were 419 lynchings and by 
the outbreak of the first world war the number had reached 1,100.^ Even 
states in the North and Mid-west had recorded violence against the Negroes. 
Outbreaks of race riots plagued the Negro in these years. For example, in 
Statesboro, Georgia, a score of Negroes were burned, beaten, and chased out 
of town in 1904. In 1906 in Atlanta four leading Negroes were killed along 
with the destruction of Negro property. Rioting was reported in Browns¬ 
ville, Texas, Philadelphia, New York,and Springfield, Illinois. In the 
South the so-called new civil war waged by such groups as Regulators, Jay- 
hawkers, Black Horse Cavalry, Knights of the White Camellia, the Constitu¬ 
tional Union Guards, the Pale Faces, White Brotherhood, the Council of 
Safety, and above all the Klu Klux Klan maimed, terrorized, and killed 
18 large numbers of Negroes. 
All of the forementioned elements of American society placed the Ne¬ 
gro in a very humble position in American life. The refusal of the federal 
government to hlep the Negro, as manifested in the Compromise of 1877 and 
the Supreme Court's decisions, placed the Negro in open exposure to racist 
practioners, the stereotyping of the Negro personality and way of life by 
17 
Franklin, p. 439. 
18 
Ibid., p. 440. 
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novels, magazines, newspapers, and the like shaped a frame of mind which 
referred to the Negro as an inferior being. The disfranchisement of Ne¬ 
groes in the South during this period is still another manifestation of 
the lost cause the Negro was fighting. Finally the lynchings terrorized 
the black community to living in constant fear of their lives. This era 
in American Negro history can be called, as Rayford Logan put it, the 
"Nadir" of Negro existence in the United States. 
CHAPTER II 
THE PHILOSOPHY OF BOOKER T. WASHINGTON 
When Booker T. Washington delivered his address at the opening of 
the Atlanta Cotton States and International Exposition at Atlanta, Geor¬ 
gia, on September 18, 1895, the Negro race was without leader or sym¬ 
pathizers. Frederick Douglass, the long-time dynamic leader of the Negro 
race, was dead. Abolitionists like Thomas Wentworth Higginson and Schurz, 
who fought for the freedom of blacks on a moral level, deserted the social 
problems that freed blacks would present. Within the next year Populism, 
the only national political movement that could have helped the Negro would 
die,and the Negro was blamed. These are the problems the Negro faced in 
September of 1895. This is the framework from which Booker T. Washington 
delivered his speech and overnight replaced Frederick Douglass as the 
leader of his race. 
Aware of the problems which surrounded him, Washington had to make 
some assumptions in order to develop a social, economic, and political 
philosophy on which his race could enhance their status in the American 
society. First of all, Washington realized that beliefs disparaging the 
Negroes which had grown up for over hundreds of years until they had 
crystalized into traditions could not be swept away by mere asser¬ 
tions of their falsity. Secondly, with the death of Douglass, the stage 
was set for new leadership. "Someone was desperately needed to fill a very 
large bill, someone who would not arouse Southern animosity or Northern 
16 
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disgust."^ Washington realized that there was a fear in the South that 
the Negro, if freely admitted to equality, would destroy the integrity and 
self interest of the South. No movement by the Negro would succeed unless 
these feelings were somehow quelled. In other words, Washington knew that 
the South did not consider the equality of the Negro essential to the pro¬ 
gress of the South economically or politically. In fact, Southerners be¬ 
lieved that black equality would hinder the progress of that region. 
Politically, they believed that blacks would split white political power 
and economically Southerners believed that blacks were not intellectually 
capable of participating. Washington realized that his philosophy had to 
have a survival element in an environment which was hostile to his ultimate 
objective-social, political and economic equality. With these assumptions 
in mind, Washington gave his Atlanta Exposition Address. 
Washington's Atlanta speech, in which the basis of his philosophy 
can be found, expressed the racist philosophy of the South that Negroes 
and whites should remain separate. The Negro of the time being would be 
in an inferior status: 
In all things that are purely social we can be separate as the fin¬ 
gers, yet one as the hand in all things essential to mutual pro¬ 
gress .... The wisest among my race understands that the agita¬ 
tion of questions of racial equality is of the extremist folly.^ 
Here we can see Washington as a very wise strategist. Without antagonizing 
the philosophy of the South he stressed the progress of the white as well 
as the black. Secondly, Washington stressed the importance of Negroes 
^Charles S. Johnson, "The Social Philosophy of Booker T. Washington," 
Opportunity, VI (March 1928), 102. 
2 
Booker T. Washington, Up From Slavery, An Autobiography (New York: 
Doubleday, Page & Co., 1901), p. 199. Hereafter cited as Washington, 
Autobiography. 
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staying in the South and working with the whites, as well as whites working 
with blacks for a mutual progress of that region. 
To those of my race who depend on bettering their condition in a foreign 
land . . . who underestimate the importance of cultivating friendly re¬ 
lations with southern white men ... I would say cast down your bucket 
where you are. Cast it down in making friends in every manly way of 
the people of all races by whom we are surrounded. 
Referring to the relationship of whites to Negroes, 
To those of the white race . . . cast down your bucket where you are. 
Cast it down among eight millions of Negroes . . . whose fidelity and 
love you have tested. Cast down your bucket among my people, helping 
and encouraging them ... to education of head, hand and heart. 
You will find that they will buy your surplus land,^make blossom the 
waste places in your fields and run your factories. 
Washington ascribed "ignorance" as the curse of the Negro and which 
had lead the Negro to rely upon suffrage as a way to approach their prob- 
, 5 lem. 
Ignorant and inexperienced, it is not strange that in the first years 
of our new life we began at the top instead of at the bottom; that a 
seat in Congress or the state legislature was more important than real 
estate or industrial skill; that the political convention og stump had 
more attraction than starting a dairy farm or truck garden. 
By stating that it was out of ignorance that blacks agitated for suffrage, 
i.e., a political voice or power, he received widespread criticism from 
the black intellectuals. Washington went on to say, 
The wisest of my race understands that agitation of questions of so¬ 
cial equality is of the extremist folly, and that progress in the en¬ 
joyment of all privileges that will come to us must be a result^of 







Ibid., p. 200. 
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With this statement the Douglass tradition of agitation was minimized and 
a new era of accommodation began. Washington here quelled the fear of the 
Southerner that Negroes would agitate for equality and in a way implied 
that he accepted their "place" at least for the time being. 
In the next phrase Washington outlined what the primary objectives 
of the Negro should be. Since political power and equality were "follies" 
then 
The Negro must learn and understand that the main business of the 
south is that of common labor . . . that the great leap from slavery 
to freedom we may overlook the fact that the masses of us are live by 
the production of our hands. 
Industrial and agrarian education, as Washington put it, should be the 
primary objectives of the Negro. Washington asserted that there is a 
dignity in common labor in order to justify his reliance on it as a means 
of solving the Negro problem: 
He should learn to dignify his work .... We shall prosper in pro¬ 
portion as we learn to dignify and glorify common labor .... No 
race can prosper till it learns that there is as much dignity in 
tilling a field as in writing a poem. 
Finally Washington makes his great pledge of submission to the ruling 
class : 
I pledge that in your effort to work out the great and intricate prob¬ 
lem which God has laid at the door of the south, you shall have at all 
times the patient, sympathetic help of my race. 0 
Washington asserts the docility of his people in this statement as well as 
when he said, "you will be surrounded by the most patient, faithful, law 









the philosophy of Washington was one of accommodation to the Southern tra¬ 
dition of keeping the black man in his "place" as Gunnar Mydral put it in 
his An American Dilemma, 
But for the time being he was prepared to give up social and political 
equality .... He was willing to flatter the southern whites .... 
In both fields he accepted the white doctrine of the Negroes 'place'. 
In education he pleaded for vocational training which . . . certainly 
comforted the whites in their beliefs about the Negroes, what they 
were good for, and where they would be held in the occupational hierar¬ 
chy.11 
Washington captured his audience and assured his ascendancy primarily 
because his ideas accorded with the climate of opinion at his time. His 
association with industrial education, his emphasis upon the economic, and 
his conciliatory approach were undoubtedly important for his acceptance in 
the South as well as the nation as leader of his race. His conciliatory 
approach was an important factor in his achieving eminence and his continued 
ascendancy in Negro aflairs due as it was to the support of the dominant 
white element. With this policy of conciliation Washington was able to get 
the support of the white philanthropist, industrialist, Teddy Roosevelt, 
and the Southern politicians. It was due to these sources of influence that 
Washington was able to maintain the leadership of his people because from 
them flowed financial aid to black colleges, schools, and businesses. 
On one side Washington emphasized racial pride and self-help through 
economic and moral development. Emphasizing thrift, industry, and Chris¬ 
tian character, Washington insisted the Negro would eventually obtain his 
constitutional rights. To Washington the Negro had to measure up to Ameri¬ 
can standards of morality and material prosperity. He held up Negro moral 
Gunnar Myrdal, An American Dilemma (New York: Harper Brothers, 
1944), p. 739. 
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and economic progress to public view, even while criticizing the weaknesses 
of Negroes. He insisted that the blacks should shoulder much of the 
blame for their status and the primary responsibility for their own ad¬ 
vancement. As he stated, 
Throw aside every non-essential and cling only to the essential that 
his pillar of fire by night and pillar of cloud by day shall be pro¬ 
perty, economy, education and a Christian Character. 2 
Washington consistently protested against agitation. He believed 
that agitation only stirred up resentment in the South and disgust in the 
North. Agitation, according to Washington, disrupted the racial harmony 
of our country. He admonished his countrymen to 
not forget to lay the greatest stress on the opportunities open to 
us, especially here in the South, for constructive growth in labor, 
business and education ... A level of progress is worth more than 
a yard of complaint “ 
To him too much time and energy of black people were wasted in complaining 
and agitation instead of constructive work. This was his criticism of 
higher education. He cited cases where college graduates were doing 
nothing. In one instance he referred to a college man as a "college 
bacillus." Whether he meant to minimize the value of higher education is 
a matter of speculation; he did believe that a practical education should 
come first in the rise of a people in a civilization. Washington's em¬ 
phasis on an industrial education for his race was not new. The tradi¬ 
tion of industrial education in black schools was already well established. 
The manual trade colleges suggested during the convention movement of the 
1830's began the tradition. By the time Washington made his Atlanta 
*^Washington, Autobiography, p. 201. 
13 
E. David Washington, Selected Speeches of Booker T. 
(Garden City: Doubleday, Doran & Co., 1932), p. 41. 
Washington 
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speech, Hampton Institute, under the leadership of Samuel Armstrong, was 
a prime example of industrial education. Philanthropic agencies, such 
as the Slater Fund, had been donating money to several black institutions 
for the express purpose of encouraging industrial education. 
Washington also believed in race pride and solidarity. He founded 
the first Negro Business League and spearheaded many Negro conventions. 
Washington often encouraged blacks to patronize their own businesses. "In 
every wise and legitimate way our people are encouraged to patronize racial 
enterprises."*-^ He, on many occasions, said that the Negro was a "nation 
within a nation." He often told blacks that they should be proud of their 
history and their great men; that blacks should imitate Jews, who through 
self help and solidarity and faith within themselves were becoming in- 
fluential. 
On the three major issues of lynching, segregation, and franchise, 
Washington often expressed himself vaguely. At times he stated that sepa¬ 
rate but equal would be satisfactory. "All parts of the world have their 
own particular customs and prejudices. For that reason it is part of 
common sense to respect them."*-^ His objection to the Jim Crow case was 
"not the separation but the inadequacy of the accommodations." Washing¬ 
ton often encouraged the blacks to make the best of what they had. 
Let us in the future spend less time talking about the part of things 
that we cannot change and more time in making the part of the city we 
live in beautiful and attractive.*-^ 
14Ibid., p. 23. 
Ibid., p. 46. 
^Booker T. Washington, Daily Resolves (Tuskegee Institute Alabama*. 
Tuskegee Institute Press, 1902), p. 3T 
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As far as the franchise was concerned Washington was very naive. In 1902 
he actually supported the disfranchisement of black people. In a general 
letter to the press he stated: "Every revised constitution throughout 
the southern states has put a premium on intelligence, ownership of pro¬ 
perty, thrift, and character." Washington believed the disqualification 
would apply to both races. But when this didn't materialize he made no 
public moves to correct the situation. On lynchings Washington's public 
statements were few. But when he did address himself to the lynchings 
which were taking place he often referred to the harm the lynchings were 
doing to whites, "their moral fiber," economic conditions and the reputa¬ 
tion of the South.^ 
Washington not only advocated a program but perpetuated what W. E. B. 
Du Bois called the "Tuskegee Machine." During the presidencies of Theodore 
Roosevelt and Taft, Washington became involved with political patronage. 
In a way he became arbiter of Negro appointments to federal office. Very 
few appointments were made without the consent of Booker T. Washington. 
Not only did he have a great influence over political appointments, but 
he controlled appointments to educational positions as well. Any young 
teacher who wanted a position in any black college or institution had to 
consult Washington. Washington also controlled a number of collectorships 
of ports and internal revenues and receiverships of public monies. 
Perhaps the most important area in the "Tuskegee Machine'.' was Wash¬ 
ington's control of the distribution of funds from white philanthropic 
organizations. Organizations such as the Carnegie Fund, Rosenwald Fund, 
August Meier, Negro Thought in America 1880-1915 (Ann Arbor: 
University of Michigan Press, 1963), p. 109. Hereafter cited as Negro 
Thought. 
24 
General Education, Slater Foundation, and Phelps - Stokes, and JeanesFund, 
sought advice fixai Washington of the worthiness of black institutions for 
their money. Schools which received Carnegie libraries received them at 
Washington's suggestion. Atlanta University was refused funds for several 
years because it couldn't get the approval of Washington. It has been 
hinted that the white philanthropic organizations had certain objects in 
supporting Washington. By supporting his program of industrial education 
the Negroes would be encouraged to improve their ability to work. This 
program would minimize the influences of blacks at radical colleges which 
advocated equality and other ambitions of assimilation into American life. 
By deemphasizing political suffrage the Negro would become a docile but 
efficient working force for the country unlike the radical white labor 
unions, which were spreading throughout the country. For these reasons 
white capitalists and politicians supported Washington with their money. 
It was through the support of these organizations and individuals that 
Washington was able to maintain his position as leader of the Negro. As 
J. Saunders Redding stated : 
From white America's point of view, the solution was ideal. White 
America had raised this man (Washington) up because he advocated a 
policy which was intended to keep the Negro docile and dumb in re¬ 
gard to civil, social and political rights. Having raised him to 
power it was in white America's interest to keep him there. All 
race matters could be referred to him, and all decisions affecting 
the race would seem to come from him.*-® 
Not only did Washington have control of money, but he had extensive 
control over the black newspapers and periodicals. Washington either con¬ 
trolled or owned a major portion of stock in such newspapers as the New 
Hugh Hawkins, Booker T. Washington and His Critics (Boston: 
D. C. Heath & Co., 1967), p. 41. 
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York Age, the Washington Colored America, The Boston Citizen, the Colored 
American Magazine and Alexanders Magazine. His "Tuskegee Machine" also 
controlled the Afro-American Press Association along with having an in¬ 
fluence in Negro articles submitted to white magazines. Washington con¬ 
tributed large sums of money in advertisements in the leading black 
periodicals. Washington might not have intended his money to influence 
the newspapers, but understandably it did. Washington used his influence 
over the black papers to attack organizations which were hostile to his 
philosophy. For example, he ordered The Washington Bee to attack the 
19 
National Suffrage Movement. 
August Meier, "Booker T. Washington and the Negro Press," Journal 
of Negro History, XXXVIIII (January, 1953), 67. 
CHAPTER III 
EARLY REACTIONS TO WASHINGTON'S IDEOLOGY, 1895-1900 
The Atlanta Exposition Address in 1895 catapulted Washington to the 
unofficial position of leader of black America. From the very beginning 
of his white-made leadership Washington invoked criticism from some fac¬ 
tions of the black intellectual community. For example H. T. Johnson, 
editor of the Washington Bee, believed that Washington's speech was not 
directed to the Negro but to "the white prejudice element of the country." 
According to the Bee, Washington's comments were intended to soothe the 
South,not to help the Negro.* Further North criticism was a little more 
vehement. According to the Cleveland Gazette, Washington's speech and ac¬ 
tions were motivated by "money and praise.The official organ of the AME 
Church, the Christian Recorder, declared that Washington's philosophy was 
3 
"incorrect" in minimizing political rights. It is important to note that 
the Recorder as well as the Bee changed their opinion by 1897. In that 
year the Recorder even went as far to say that Washington was "endorsed 
by the people."^ 
^Washington Bee, September 26, 1895, October 26, 1895, November 28, 
1895. 
2 
Cleveland Gazette, December 7, 1895. 
3 
AME Christian Recorder, November 28, 1895. 
4 
Christian Recorder, August 9, 1897. For information concerning the 
change in heart of the Bee, consult August Meier, "Booker T. Washington and 
the Negro Press," Journal of Negro History, XXXVIII (January, 1953), 67. 
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The next few years witnessed widely scattered and indirect criti¬ 
cism of the Washingtonian philosophy. No one person or organization made 
a frontal attack on Washington himself. But some prominent individuals 
did address themselves to ideologies and courses of action contrary to 
those of Washington. In 1896, John Hope went on record as stating: 
If we are not striving for equality, in heaven's name for what are 
we living? I regard it as cowardly and dishonest for any of our 
colored men to tell white people or colored people that we are not 
struggling for equality .... 'Never say: Let well enough 
alone'.... Be discontented. Be dissatisfied. 
Although Washington was not named, the indication given by Hope is that he 
was very discouraged at any black man minimizing the importance of civil 
and social equality. 
The uncompromising Bishop Henry McNeal Turner of Georgia, in a very 
vehement statement, denounced the Washingtonian philosophy. According to 
him, 
. . . The colored man who will stand up and in one breath say that the 
Negroid race does not want social equality and in the next predict a 
great future in the face of all the proscription of which the colored 
man is the victim, is either an ignoramus, or is an advocate^of the 
perpetual servility and the degradation of his race variety. 
Turner went on to claim that blacks could never find equality in this 
country, and because of this should return to Africa. 
Perhaps the most outspoken organization to express anti-Bookerite 
sentiments in 1896 was the newly formed National Association of Colored 
Men. Its organizing convention was held in Detroit in January of that 
^Ridgely Torrence, The Story of John Hope (New York: Macmillan 
Co., 1948), pp. 114-15. 
6 
Herbert Aptheker, ed., A Documentary History of the Negro in the 
United States (New York: The Citadel Press, 1951), II, 757. 
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year under the leadership of such men as Richard Greener, D. A. Straker 
and Joseph Dickinson. They consisted of northern professionals, who were 
very discontented with the Tuskegee ideology. In some ways, a precursor 
of the Niagara Movement, the convention issued a statement to the Congress 
declaring that: 
we aim at the present time to take on a new form and assume a new atti¬ 
tude among citizens of this nation - not unduly arrogant nor assuming, 
but one which shall resent alike the assumption of any inferiority of 
our person or any subordination of our claims for rights - and to op¬ 
pose even the presumption of a denial of any of our privileges.^ 
The conference went on to say that it would not "trust time and the 
pleasure" of their enemies to grant them their rights. Here one can see 
that a substantial amount of northern black professionals were in total 
disagreement with Washington. 
In March of 1897 a group of black intellectuals composed of such 
names as W. E. B. Du Bois, Reverends Alexander Crummell and Francis 
Grimke, Professor Kelly Miller, editor and historian John Cromwell, and 
W. S. Scarborough, organized the American Negro Academy. Somewhat antici¬ 
patory of Du Bois' concept of the "Talented Tenth," the organization's 
stated purpose was the "promotion of literature, science and art." The 
academy also went on record as "fostering higher education, the publica¬ 
tion of scholarly work and the defense of the Negro against vicious as¬ 
sault." Although this work would be taken over by the Atlanta University 
Studies, this group of men were in conflict with Washington concerning 
educational philosophy. For stressing their intention to "employ their 
knowledge and culture ... to guide the opinions and habits of the crude 
^Ibid. , p. 766. 
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g 
masses," they made no mention of industrial education. 
By August of 1898, one of black America's most distinguished poets, 
Paul Lawrence Dunbar, came out against the Washingtonian philosophy of 
manual training. According to Dunbar, the Washingtonian philosophy that 
the Negro should be urged to work with his hands was misdirected because 
whites already took it for granted. Dunbar contended: 
At this late date the Negro has no need to prove his manual effi¬ 
ciency. That was settled fifty years ago, when he was plantation 
blacksmith, carpenter and shoemaker. But his intellectual capacity 
is still in doubt. 
Dunbar counseled the Negro to go on, if he had the ability, and master the 
classics and professions, but at the same time he should not forsake in¬ 
dustrial education at the expense of the arts. 
Despite the eminence of the Washingtonian philosophy in the South, 
protest against segregation still continued. Beginning in 1898 blacks 
began to boycott segregated street cars in Atlanta, Mobile, New Orleans 
and Houston. In Houston blacks established an alternate route which en¬ 
abled them to bypass the established segregated street cars. While in 
Mobile, blacks boycotted a grocery store, owned by a segregationist respon- 
10 
sible for Jim Crow street cars, by exclusively patronizing black stores. 
Along with boycotts the South in 1900 witnessed the semi-militant 
meeting of the Conference of Race Leaders and Workers under the auspices 
of the Southern Afro-American Council in Macon, Georgia. Although there 
were no observable pro or anti-Tuskegee factions, the tone of the meeting 
Alexander Crummell, Civilization the Primal Need of the Race 
(Washington: Simon & Shuster^ 1898), pp. 26-31. 
^Aptheker, II, 759. 
^African Methodist Episcopal Church Review XXX, 4 (April, 1904), 
409-410. 
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did reflect some disagreement with the Washingtonian ideology. Professor 
William E. Holmes, president of Central City Baptist College, in his 
speech "Does Higher Education of the Negro Unfit Him for Industry and 
Citizenship?" or "Is the Negro a Man," asserted that higher education no 
more "unfits the American Negro for industry and citizenship, than it 
does any other race or nationality that treads our shores.The Rev¬ 
erend Henry H. Proctor, pastor of the First Congregational Church, of 
Atlanta, in his speech "Should the Franchise be Restricted?" agreed with 
the South that there should be some qualifications for voting; but in the 
next breath condemned the South as "born of race hatred and prejudice" 
which could "not be reasonably condoned.The final speech by the Rev¬ 
erend Seb Doyle of Augusta concerning "What Should be the Attitude of the 
Negro Toward Government" went on to say contrary to Washington's argument 
of economic respectability, that "in a Republic, the man or race without 
the ballot would be as little respected as an army without weapons." J 
Had Washington attended the meeting (he was invited but could not appear) 
he would have probably taken issue with some of the statements made at 
this conference. But despite these statements, the conference on the whole 
was in agreement with the Tuskegeian philosophy on thrift, hard work, and 
Christian character in regard to the standards by which black Americans 
should live. 
Although the southern branches of the Afro-American Council expressed 
Conference of Race Leaders and Workers under the auspices of the 
Southern Afro-American Council, Proceedings of the 1900 Council (Macon, 
Georgia, 1900), p. 10. 
12Ibid., p.17. 
13Ibid., p. 88. 
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mild disagreement to the Washington philosophy, the northern branches were 
entirely a different story. Anti-Washingtonian factions were easily dis¬ 
tinguished. August Meier pointe out that the conventions in Chicago and 
Indianapolis in 1899 and 1900 were battle grounds between the pro and anti 
Washingtonian forces. Northern professional men vigorously attacked Wash¬ 
ington, stating that he excluded higher education to advance manual in¬ 
struction. In his autobiography, Alexander Walters pointed out that the 
14 
pro and anti-Washington controversy reached heated proportions. W. E. B. 
Du Bois, in an article submitted to the New York Independent in September 
of 1899, observed that . opposing forces present were easily distin¬ 
guished." The convention finally settled on some resolutions which quelled 
most of the contending factions. The Council demanded that the President 
of the United States inaugurate legislation protecting blacks against 
lynching. The second and third resolutions urged blacks to become busi¬ 
nessmen and artisans. After a sharp debate the Council condemned the Presi¬ 
dent for not using his "high station to voice the best conscience of the 
nation in regard to mob violence." The Council also declared "it to be 
our unalterable purpose to strive by all and manly means to vindicate the 
rights and perform our duties right here in the land of our birth. 
Other resolutions declared that the Council would assist in testing the 
constitutionality of segregation laws as well as recommend "a healthy 
migration from terror ridden sections of our land."^ 
14 
August Meier, Negro Thought, p. 67. Also see Alexander Walters, 
My Life and Work (New York: Fleming H. Revell Co., 1917), p. 130. Here¬ 
after cuted as Walters. 
15Aptheker, II, 778. 
16 
Walters, p. 113. 
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Thus we can see from the resolutions affirmed, that the Afro-Ameri¬ 
can Council in 1899 leaned toward the radical viewpoints at least in re¬ 
gard to political agitation and a strong stand against lynchings. The 
Council was the first show of a concerted opposition to Booker Washington's 
philosophy. Although Washington would capture control in the Council the 
next year and maintain his control until 1906, black men in contest with 
the Tuskegee philosophy would now exert more pressure on him. Washington, 
however, began to feel the pressure of the opposition in the previous year. 
In a letter to Francis Grimke, Washington expressed his discontent over the 
mounting opposition, accused the American Missionary Association and other 
individuals and organizations of "doing everything in a sly way to hinder 
the work at Tuskegee.In a later letter to Grimke he further expressed 
concern over "certain influences all through this country at work to pre¬ 
vent institutions under the control of colored men being made too promi¬ 
nent."18 
Meanwhile several protest organizations and unofficial groups con¬ 
tinued to agitate for what Mr. Washington called "follies." In Atlanta 
a group of twenty-four blacks led by John Hope and W. E. B. Du Bois sub¬ 
mitted a petition to the Georgia legislature protesting the Hardwick Bill, 
which if passed would have deprived the Negro of the vote by literacy and 
property qualifications. Although the bill was defeated, a later consti- 
19 
tutional amendment accomplished the same purpose. In the North the 
^Letter from Booker T. Washington to Francis Grimke, May 8, 1898. 
Bruce Manuscript Collection, Schomburg Collection, New York City Public 
Library. 
18 
Letter from Booker T. Washington to Francis Grimke, July 3, 1898. 
Ibid. 
19 
Aptheker, II, 784. 
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Massachusetts branch of the Colored National League in October of 1899, 
led by Archibald Grimke, condemned the South for its atrocious lynchings 
20 
as well as the apathy of the federal government. Other organizations 
such as the Massachusetts Suffrage League and the Anti-Imperialist League 
also continued to needle the federal and state governments about lynchings, 
disfranchisement and "Jim Crow" accommodations. 
Open letter to President McKinley from the Colored People of 
Massachusetts, (N. P., N. D.), Atlanta University, Slaughter Collection. 
CHAPTER IV 
THE CRYSTALIZATION OF AN ANTI-WASHINGTON MOVEMENT, 
1900-1905 
The turn of the new century marked a continued repression of black 
Americans. In the first year of the new century more than 100 Negroes 
were recorded lynched. As stated before,the disfranchisement of black 
Americans was gaining momentum and Jim Crow was now considered a natural 
phenomenom by white Americans. Thus Negroes at this point were truly the 
"wretched of the earth." 
Yet through all of this repression, which marked the black Americans 
"darkest hour," the ideology of Booker T. Washington spread and grew in 
influence. One might ask why did so many black Americans accommodate 
themselves to such injustice. Booker T. Washington's emphasis on morali¬ 
ty, thrift and Christian character was particularly appealing to the vast 
church elements of the black community; the AME Church alone recorded a 
500,000 membership list. Secondly, Washington's control or influence over 
the major philanthropic organizations - the Slater and Carnegie Funds to 
name a few - put him a very strong position in educational circles. It 
came to the point that any black college or educational institution 
which applied for financial aid from white philanthropists had to get the 
approval of Washington. So in an indirect way Tuskegee became the finan¬ 
cial capital of the black educational world. Thirdly, Washington's great 
influence over appointments to federal posts also exerted such a great 
34 
35 
influence that thousands of black office seekers had to see his view and 
solution of the race problem. There is no doubt that a lot of people 
jumped on the Tuskegee band wagon for personal gain. Last of all, many 
a person, no doubt, sincerely believed that Washington's way of solving 
the race problem was the only way to go about it. No matter what the 
motive the majority of black America supported the Tuskegee ideology. 
Despite a few disagreeing voices, by 1900 Washington's influence was 
greater than it was in the last years of the nineteenth century. 
Yet despite the growing influence of Washington, opposition to him 
continued to grow and strengthen. The year 1900 and 1901 marked a leveling 
point in criticism. The organizations and individuals mentioned in the 
last chapter either continued their criticism or subsided. The National 
Organization of Colored Men was now disbanded. The militant elements of 
Afro-American Council suffered a setback, when T. Thomas Fortune, editor 
of the New York Age and the leading supporter of Washington, was elected 
over Alexander Walters as president of the Council. At this time Du Bois 
was still being wooed by Washington to teach at Tuskegee.* 
In 1902 opposition from a new source emerged in the person of Monroe 
Trotter, editor of the Guardian. Uncompromisingly anti-Washington, the 
Guardian seemed to stimulate new life in the anti-Washington camp. Trotter 
was the first black American to directly attack Washington by name. Wash¬ 
ington released a news letter to the New York Age and other major news¬ 
papers in which he noted that "every revised constitution throughout the 
*W. E. B. Du Bois, The Autobiography of W. E. B. Du Bois: A So¬ 
liloquy on Viewing My Life from the Last Decade of Its First Century (New 
York: International Publishers, 1968), p. 242. For information concern¬ 
ing the influence Washington exerted on the philanthropic organizations 
see pp. 238-241. 
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southern states has put a premium upon intelligence, ownership of proper¬ 
ty, thrift and character.In reply to this statement, Trotter pointed 
out how a very rich black undertaker was not given the ballot and how a 
black postman, who passed the civil service examination, was excluded 
from the voting box. To this statement and Washington's apparent silence, 
Trotter contended that : 
Mr. Washington had not been accused even by southerners of opposing 
these disfranchising constitutions ... If the statement is false, 
if it is misleading, if it is infurious to the Negro, all the more 
blamable and guilty is the author because the statement was gratui¬ 
tous on his part .... 0, for a black Patrick Henry to save his 
people from this stigma of cowardice . . 
In a later editorial entitled "Some Real Tuskegee Gems" Trotter un¬ 
mercifully belittled Washington in a statement by statement refutation. 
Booker Washington: 
My request to the white man of the north is that they bring more 
coolness, more calmness, more deliberation and more sense of jus¬ 
tice to the Negro question. 
Trotter's reply: 
The coolness is needed in the South, not in the North; this sec¬ 
tion needs to warm up a little in the interest of its former 
ideas. 
Booker Washington: 
One farm built, one house built, one home sweetly and intelli¬ 
gently kept, one man who is the largest taxpayer or who has the 
largest banking account . . . one patient cured by a Negro doc¬ 
tor . . . one life cleanly lived will tell more in our favor than 
all the abstract eloquence that can be summoned to plead our cause. 
Trotter's reply: 
All of this last is claptrap. All the wealth and intelligence ac¬ 
quired and accumulated by Negroes before '61 did not do half so 
much toward freeing the slave as did the abstract eloquence of 
Douglass, Ward, Garrison, and Phillips. 
Trotter goes on by pointing out that 
. . . this habit of always belittling agitation on the part of 
Washington, that the very thing which made him free and by which 
^Booker T. Washington, "Principal of Tuskegee Defines His Position," 
New York Age November 28, 1902, p. 7. 
3 
William Monroe Trotter, "Why Be Silent," Boston Guardian, December 
20, 1902, pp. 1-3. 
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he lives and prospers is one of his great faults if a man with 
such a blundering can have any degrees in stupidity.^ 
Trotter's brilliant, unrelenting but personal and insulting attack 
on the Tuskegee principal seemed to encourage the old anti-Bookerite 
papers to be more vocal. For instance, the Colored American Magazine per¬ 
mitted John Hayes of the newly formed National Negro Suffrage League to 
insist "that Negroes must resort to the torch and the acquisition of 
wealth would not completely solve the Negro problem."'* The Cleveland 
Gazette also reached new vocal high points in its criticism of Washington: 
"This silence is what we have heard termed policy. It is this that is 
g 
hurting our race. They (The Negro leaders) are worse than traitors.' 
But it must be understood that the major portion of the Negro press at 
this time was still supporters of Washington. He did indeed have a great 
influence on the National Press Bureau in Washington and also the National 
Afro-American Press Association, which later became the National Negro 
Press Association.^ 
The year 1903 was without a doubt, a very decisive year for the anti- 
Washington camp. In the spring of that year, W. E. B. Du Bois under the 
insistence of A. C. McCluny Publishing Company published his famous Souls 
of Black Folk. In his chapter "Of Booker T. Washington and Others," 
Du Bois, after many years of occupying the middle ground, came out as a 
William Monroe Trotter, "Some Real Tuskegee Gems," ibid., April 4, 
1903, pp. 1-3. 
John Hayes, "Race Solutions," Colored American Magazine, July 19, 
1902, p. 21. 
g 
Editorial, Cleveland Gazette, May 4, 1904, p. 10. 
^August Meier, "Booker T. Washington and the Negro Press," p. 67. 
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vocal opponent of Washington. Du Bois contended that Washington was not 
chosen by black America to be their leader but was sanctioned by influen¬ 
tial whites. From here the Atlanta University professor accused Washing¬ 
ton of making the mistake of being silent about such injustices as dis¬ 
franchisement and lynching. In his attitude of adjustment and submission, 
Washington "practically accepts the alleged inferiority of the Negro races 
According to Du Bois, Washington asked the Negro to give up, at least for 
the present, political power, insistence on civil rights, and higher educa 
tion of black youth. Thus in his years of ascendancy, the Negro had been 
disfranchised and committed to a status of inferiority while higher educa- 
g 
tion was dismissed as of secondary importance. 
Du Bois further stated that Washington1s program and speeches tended 
to make whites North and South believe that it was the fault of the black 
man for occupying his degregated position in society, whereas the burden 
9 
of guilt belongs to the nation,not just blacks. 
Higher education contrary to the contention of Washington is an es¬ 
sential element in the advancement of a race. According to Du Bois, higher 
education would create a small group of enlightened men who with their 
intellectual abilities would lead the race out of their debasement; every 
society has gone through this type of development.^ 
8 
W. E. B. Du Bois, Souls of Black Folk (Chicago: A. C. McClurg & 
Co., 1903), pp. 45-46. 
9 
Ibid., p. 43. 
^Ibid. , p. 51. For a further elaboration on the educated elite see 
Du Bois' article "The Talented Tenth," in The Negro Problem: A Series of 
Articles by Representative Negroes of To-Day (New York: James Pott & 
Co., 1903), pp. 33-75. 
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Dr. Du Bois' most emotional disagreement with Washington came from 
what he called the Tuskegee Machine, which, in his opinion, "denied black 
intellectuals of the right to think." The young educator accused Washing¬ 
ton of hushing criticism by his control of white money flowing to Negroes. 
Many men wo dared to take opposition to him were denied jobs or money to 
their institutions if they were educators.Du Bois ended his criticism 
on the note that: "The black men of America have a duty to perform, a 
duty stern and delicate, a forward movement to qppose a part of the work 
of their greatest leader."^ 
Dr. Du Bois' book elevated him to the leadership of the anti-Tuskegee 
orbit. Souls of Black Folk almost overnight consolidated the heretofore 
scattered criticism of Washington into one solid and concise statement. 
The radical element of the black community now had the most respected 
black intellectual in the nation on their side, thus their movement gained 
a luster of respectability. 
As the summer months approached Washington began more than ever to 
feel the pressure of the reinvigorated opposition. The Afro-American 
Council which met in Louisville that year witnessed very vigorous radical 
activities. During the meeting delegates from the New England states as 
well as New Jersey, New York and Virginia, held a rival meeting in which 
they derided Washington. Once left in the regular sessions, they tried 
to confront Washington with some of their demands. Washington was saved 
this confrontation by the floor tactics of his friend, supporter and 
Du Bois, Autobiography, pp. 239-41. 
 , Souls of Black Folk, p. 59. 
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13 president of the Council, T. Thomas Fortune. However, in July, two of 
the most hard core militants—Trotter and Hayes, managed to catch up with 
Washington in a meeting of the three-year-old National Negro Business 
League in Boston. At this meeting, Trotter organized a group of about 
thirty men whom he supplied with questions with which to interrupt Wash¬ 
ington's speech. However, Washington no doubt knowing of the plan, in¬ 
structed the police before hand to seize the hecklers. When Trotter arose 
and directed questions to Washington, he was quickly arrested. He ended 
14 
up being fined and given thirty days in jail. Washington used this in¬ 
cident to ridicule Trotter, by blowing it all out of proportion. The 
New York Times made Trotter look like a mad man.^ But much to Washington- 
ton' s dismay, Trotter became a martyr in the anti-Washington cause, thus 
crystalizing the opposition forces even more. 
It seems like the incident in Boston spurred Kelly Miller, the quiet 
mathematics professor at Howard University, to write an anonymous article 
in the Boston Transcript which was somewhat critical of Washington. Miller 
contended that Washington's program lacked self-respect in that he depre¬ 
cated unremitted protest. He accused Washington of sinking "into sphinx- 
like silence when the demands of the situation seem to require emphatic 
utterance." Miller also alleged that Mr. Washington's prominence rested 
on the support of Southern whites who accept his policy as an affirmative 
statement of their superiority. Miller also accused Washington of 
Meier, Negro Thought, p. 176. 
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^New York Times, July 31, 1903, sec. 2, p. 15. 
41 
"shutting his eyes to many of the wrongs and outrages heaped upon the 
race." He stated that Washington was a very sincere man but the Negro's 
lot would be such indeed if, "under the allurement of material advantage 
and temporary easement, he should sink into pliant yieldance to un- 
16 
rightous oppression . . . 
As the year drew to a close, Washington realized the situation was 
getting very critical. The opposition's strength had grown considerably 
in one year. Their statements became more coherent and respectable as 
in the case of Du Bois and Miller. Twice, in the Afro-American Council 
and in Boston, he was personally and with very much vigor confronted by 
his opponents. The lines of argument now wre more clearly seen and the 
split in the black community was clearly observable. Although the majori¬ 
ty of his opposition came from the northern intellectuals, discontent in 
the South was beginning to show especially in Atlanta where Du Bois taught 
at Atlanta University. Realizing his tenuous position, Washington issued 
a call for a meeting to be held at Carnegie Hall in January, 1904, to dis¬ 
cuss and bridge the ideological gap which was now apparent in the black 
community. 
Washington might have planned to influence his opponents to his way 
of solving the problems but the radicals led by Du Bois had other plans. 
In a letter to Francis Grimke, Du Bois outlined the radicals' plans of ap¬ 
proaching Washington. Du Bois said that he and his men would not be shut 
up or side tracked (some of Washington's usual tactics), but would be pre¬ 
pared to make laborious efforts to promote equal rights and educational 
16 
Kelley Miller, "Washington Policy," Boston Evening Transcript, 
September 18 and 19, 1903. 
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opportunities according to one's ability and nothing less. Du Bois also 
named people such as E. H. Morris and Archibald Grimke as anti-Washington- 
ton.'*'^ Francis Grimke was probably in this group as seen in his letter 
to Kelly Miller congratulating him on such a thoughtful and accurate 
1 ft 
article which appeared in the Transcript. 
On January, 1904, the meeting took place behind closed doors. There 
were no notes taken, but according to Du Bois and Kelly Miller, there was 
considerable "plain speaking." According to Du Bois, Washington invited 
several eminent whites including Andrew Carnegie and Lyman Abbott who were 
full of praise for Washington. After speeches were delivered a Committee 
of Twelve for the Advancement of the Colored Race was formed in which 
Washington and Du Bois were included. Du Bois contended that the commit¬ 
tee was organized during his absence and financed by Washington. Thus, 
because of the Washington control and tone of the committee, Du Bois re- 
19 signed a few months later. 
The remainder of 1904 witnessed the increasing strength of the radi¬ 
cals, the most significant being the appearance of the Voice of the Negro, 
an Atlanta magazine edited by Jesse Max Barber. The Voice acted as the 
organizing agency of the Atlanta opposition to Washington. In a letter 
written to Du Bois in the 30's, John Hope reflects on the activities of 
the progressive elements in Atlanta, the Voice was mentioned as a 
clarion of anti-Tuskegee sentiment. With men like William Crogman, 
Carter G. Woodson, ed., Letters of Francis Grimke (Washington: 
Associated Press, Inc., 1942), p. 81. 
18 
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George Towns, Leigh Maxwell and at times Bishop Turner, Atlanta became 
the storm center of anti-Washingtonian ideology in the South. With arti¬ 
cles such as "The South and Free Speech" the Voice accused the South of 
denying black Americans the right of asserting himself in politics and other 
inalienable rights. The Voice even went as far as giving very favorable 
comments to the possibility of Afro-Americans allying themselves with the 
doctrine of socialism. Barber insisted that blacks had to consider sup¬ 
port for any party which would respect the rights of Negro Americans. 
Last of all the Voice was without a doubt anti-Washington. Many articles 
22 
appeared which were restatements of the Du Bois argument. It was rumored 
that Washington made some attempts to quash the periodical but failed. Du 
Bois in the last months of 1904, embittered at some of the Washington's 
attempts to control the press, wrote an article in the Boston Guardian 
accusing Washington of maneuvering himself into controlling the black press, 
but was forced to drop the issue because of his lack of funds to investi- 
23 gate his claim. 
As 1905 approached, black Americans were still more split than ever 
on the tactics of achieving equality. Although Washington still maintained 
his powerful position as monitor of Negro affairs, his ascendancy was being 
badly shakened but by no means in immediate danger. But the next five 
years would have a great impact on Tuskegee as well as the black nation 
as a whole. 
20 
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CHAPTER V 
THE EMERGENCE OF THE NAACP, 1905-1910 
By 1905 Du Bois had come to the realization that a tactical staff 
of radicals had to be organized. Although his Souls of Black Folk pro¬ 
vided a good ideological rallying point for the anti-Washingtonians, Du 
Bois made no attempt to organize his followers into a coherent goal seek¬ 
ing party. But by 1905, the situation between the radicals and conserva¬ 
tives demanded the organization of the former. Since 1903 Du Bois had 
felt the sting of the "Tuskegee Machine." The Washingtonian-controlled 
press had no reservation about slurring the young author. Du Bois had 
to leave Atlanta University because his position against Washington res- 
sulted in decreased philanthropic funding. Besides the pressures exerted 
upon him by Washington, Du Bois believed the time was ripe for organiza¬ 
tion, because of the increase of sentiment running against Tuskegee. Ac¬ 
cording to the Cleveland Gazette, Du Bois represented to the intellectuals 
the aspirations of the race.* On June 13, 1905, Du Bois sent a letter to 
selected Negro leaders throughout the nation proposing the building of a 
new organization whose purpose would be for "organized, determined and 
aggressive action," and 
Cleveland Gazette March 19, 1904, p. 5. Also see Jesse Fauset's 
letter to W. E. B. Du Bois, in Aptheker, II, 900. 
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to oppose firmly the present methods of strangling criticism . . . 
by means of improper and corrupt use of money and influence. To or¬ 
ganize intelligent and honest Negroes . . . for the purpose of in¬ 
sisting on manhood rights, industrial opportunities and spiritual 
freedom. /And/ to establish and support proper organs of news and 
public opinion.^ 
In July the meeting was held in Niagara Falls, Canada, and the or¬ 
ganization was named the Niagara Movement. Only twenty-nine men of Du 
Bois' selected "Talented Tenth" attended. Speculation has it that more 
were expected but were dissuaded not to come by Washington and his 
friends.^ 
The platform formulated by the Du Bois movement demanded: 
1. Freedom of speech and criticism 
2. An unfettered and unsubsidized press 
3. Manhood suffrage 
4. Abolition of caste distinctions based simply on color 
5. Recognition of the principles of human brotherhood as a practi¬ 
cal and presérit creed 
6. Recognition of the highest and best human training as a monopoly 
of no race or color 
7. A belief in the dignity of labor 
8. A united effort to realize these ideals under wise and courageous 
leadership. 
Although Du Bois argued that this meeting was not directed toward 
Washington, it did assemble some of the latter's most outstanding opponents. 
Furthermore, by the very nature of its demands, it was definitely anti- 
Washington. As Kelly Miller asserted, "The platform of the movement was 
nothing new, and its dynamic was derived from dissent. It was merely 
"Du Bois Letter Launching the Niagara Movement," 1905, Aptheker, 
II, 900-901. 
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a protest against American color discrimination based upon Mr. Washing¬ 
ton's alleged acquiescence."-’ 
Despite the laudatory objectives of the Niagara Movement, its history 
was for the most part gloomy and its life was short. First of all the 
Movement was always short of funds which precluded the maintanence of a 
permanent working council. As a matter of fact, the Movement did run in¬ 
to the red. In two years of operation, the Niagara men raised only 
$1,288.83 and spent $1,539.23.6 
The Niagara Movement from its very inception had to face the wrath 
of the "Tuskegee Machine." Washington ordered the black press under his 
control to refuse printing articles about the Movement. After the black¬ 
out proved ineffective, the pro-Washington press launched a concerted at¬ 
tack on the Niagara men. The leading white magazine supporting Washington 
accused the militants of not 
urging negroes to fit themselves for the requirements of suffrage . . . 
it does not use its efforts to see that accommodations in cars for 
blacks are as good as those cars for whites, but demands the abandon¬ 
ment of race separation.^ 
One should note the acknowledgement of segregation as proper for blacks. 
Washington also placed spies in the Movement to observe its actions. 
Using his power of patronage, thi Washington was able to lure many promi- 
8 
nent blacks away from the Niagara organization. But besides all of the 
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outside subversion, the Movement was weakened from within as Du Bois and 
Trotter had several conflicts. The uncompromising character of Trotter 
could not yield to the intellectual overbearance of Du Bois. In 1907, 
Du Bois and Trotter had a conflict over Clement Morgan, the leader of the 
Massachusetts branch of the Niagara Movement and close friend of Du Bois. 
Trotter accused Morgan of selling black votes to the Republican Party in 
return for political appointment. Du Bois backed Morgan by threatening 
to resign if his stand was not supported. At a meeting of the Executive 
9 
Committee, Du Bois and Morgan were asked to remain at their post. 
Despite Du Bois' publication of the Horizon and Moon which spread the 
Niagara word, the Movement didn't gain any substantial following. The mem¬ 
bership list never rose over 300, but then Du Bois claimed he only wanted 
a small and sincere number of men to carry on his work. The Movement 
never amounted to more than an intellectual discussion and propaganda agen¬ 
cy which voiced an alternative to Washingtonianism. 
Outside the Niagara Movement there were some important developments 
which indicated that Washington's philosophy was losing some of its appeal. 
The South witnessed the inauguration of the Georgia Equal Rights League in 
1906 in Macon, Georgia, while the North saw the organization of the Consti¬ 
tution League by Monroe Trotter in 1908. The militant faction lead by 
Bishop Alexander Walters in 1906 managed to seize control of the Afro- 
American Council. None of these movements, however, resulted in any wide¬ 
spread changes in the program or ideology of Washington. As a matter of 
fact, such incidents of anti-black violence in 1906 as the Atlanta Riot 
9 
Ibid., p. 194. 
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and the Brownsville, Texas, affair which caused widespread indignation 
among both blacks and whites, had no impact on Washington or his philoso¬ 
phy. 
The turning point of the radical fight against Washington came with 
the change of attitude of some whites toward Washington. Most important 
among these were John E. Milholland and Oswald Garrison Vi Hard. Milhol- 
land, a Republican and president of the Batcheller Pneumatic Tube Company, 
was interested in a variety of reform movements. He was on cordial terms 
with Washington during the stormy year of 1903. About 1904 he organized 
the Constitutional League, whose purpose was to attack disfranchisement, 
lynching and peonage through court litigation. Knowing of Washington's 
position in the South, he did not ask for his cooperation. However, in 
1905, Milholland and Washington found themselves in fundamental disagree¬ 
ment over the Platt Bill, which proposed to end disfranchisement by re¬ 
ducing congressional representation of discriminating states in accordance 
with the Fourteenth Amendment. Washington opposed such a bill on the 
grounds that the South would rather accept reduction rather than give Ne¬ 
groes the vote, thus giving disfranchisement a seal of constitutionality. 
Because of Washington's consistent opposition, Milholland turned to the 
support of Du Bois and Trotter. The disagreement between these men grew 
to the point where Washington called him "a professional friend" of the 
Negroes using them to further his own ends.^ 
Washington's ideology and tactics also came to the attention of the 
more influential Oswald Garrison Villard, grandson of abolitionist William 
10 
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Lloyd Garrison and editor of the New York Evening Post. When Vi Hard 
and the Post supported the Platt Bill, Washington worked with such 
men as William Baldwin, President of the Long Island Railroad, Wallace 
Buttrick, agent of the General Education Board, and liberalist Walter 
Hines Page to change Villard's views. In 1904, when Du Bois accused 
Washington of tampering with the black press, the Post backed Washington 
by demanding Du Bois to produce some factual proof. Yet ViHard was 
still concerned about the progress of the efforts for the advancement of 
black people. Neither the tactics of Washington, nor the agitation of 
Du Bois and his followers, or the litigation of the Constitutional League 
seemed to be making substantial progress as far as Villard was concerned. 
In a letter to Washington, Villard made his position clear"From my 
point of view your philosophy is wrong. You are keeping silent about 
evils in regard to which you should speak out, and you are not helping 
12 
the race by portraying all the conditions as favorable. 
If there were any doubts on the part of sympathetic whites in re¬ 
gard to Washington's philosophy, they were quickly dispelled in August, 
1908. During that year a riot broke out in Springfield, Illinois, It was 
no different than any other riots which occurred during the early years 
of the nineteenth century in regards to motivations and the deaths of 
blacks which ensued. But it did have a symbolic significance in that it 
occurred on the one hundredth birthday of Abraham Lincoln and no more than 
two miles from his home and eternal resting place. This riot so stirred 
12 
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the radical blacks and sympathetic whites that they began calling for 
drastic action. 
William English Walling, a distinguished writer, went to the scene 
of the riot, collected data and published, "Race War in the North," in 
which he insisted that: 
Either the spirit of the abolitionist, of Lincoln and of Lovejoy, 
must be revived and we must come to treat the Negro on the plane of 
absolute political and social equality or Vardaman and Tillman will 
soon have transferred the Race War to the North . . . . J 
After reading the article, Mary White Ovington, a New York social 
worker, and Dr. Henry Moskowitz, met with Walling and decided to accept 
the challenge of the editorial to press vigorously for political and so¬ 
cial equality. A meeting was called for May, 1909, to form a national 
council to formulate policy of Negro protest. Among the fifty-three dele¬ 
gates invited, six were black--William Buckley, a principal in the New 
York school district, Mrs. Ida Wells Barnett of Chicago, Dr. W. E. B. Du 
Bois, Reverend Francis Grimke of Washington, D. C., and Bishop Walters. 
Among the white contingent were such eminent names as John Dewey, Jane 
Addams, and Florence Kelly. 
From the choice of black representatives, the ideological orienta¬ 
tion of the conference left no doubts as to its objectives. It was anti- 
Tuskegee. During the year most of the Niagara men joined the new movement 
except Trotter who was skeptical of allying himself with whites. Mil- 
holland's followers and the militant wing of the Afro-American Council 
also joined the movement. In November of 1910 a permanent body was formed 
13W iliiam Walling, "Race War In the North," Independent, September 3, 
1908, p. 1. 
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under the name of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored 
People, with Moorfield Storey as its first chairman and Du Bois as Direc 
tor of Publicity and Research. The NAACP marked the successful coalition 
of most of the outstanding anti-Bookerites in America both, black and 
white. A subcommittee under the sanction of the leaders of the newly 
formed movement, calling itself the National Committee On Booker T. 
Washington, issued the following address to Europe following a report 
sent there by Washington: 
. . ..if Booker T. Washington, or any other person, is giving the 
impression abroad that the Negro problem in America is in process of 
satisfactory solution, he is giving a wrong impression which is not 
true . . .Mr. Washington's financial responsibilities have made him 
dependent on the rich charitable public and that, for this reason, 
he has for many years been compelled to tell, not the whole truth, 
but part of it ... . 
The development of the NAACP marked the beginning of the end of 
Washington's aseendacy as spokesman for his race. Within five years the 
NAACP with its court litigation tactic of protest would take the leader¬ 
ship in defining the role of Negroes in America. Thus after twenty years 
of protest, the militants would finally gain the ascendancy. 
14 
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CONCLUSIONS 
The era of Booker T. Washington was a crucial one for the black com¬ 
munity in the United States. The years between 1895 and 1910 turned the 
wheels of Afro-American protest to white racism into a new gear. The 
controversy which developed in Afro-America, between Tuskegee and 
the militants gave rise to a new protest organization which would in the 
next half century through its use of litigation open the door of oppor¬ 
tunity for millions of black Americans. The black intellectuals of this 
period let white America know that it would not accept its caste of color, 
not even if it was sanctioned by some of the most illustrious men of their 
race. The long tradition of Afro-American protest was not broken during 
the era of Washington. Though the spirit of protest was weakened it grew 
again and reached even a higher plane than before. 
Although some contemporary historians have gone so far as to label 
Booker T. Washington an "Uncle Tom," this is by no means the case. Wash¬ 
ington did at times, although in secrecy, finance court litigation and 
congressional lobbying against laws which would further disfranchise or 
segregate his black countrymen. But beyond his public silence one must 
look to his achievements. He was responsible for the education of thou¬ 
sands of black men and women who without his help might not have had the 
opportunity of the learning experience, industrial or academic. Last of 
all one must realize that Booker T. Washington was a black man engaging 
in a sincere effort to improve the conditions of his race. Although his 
tactics might be seriously questioned, his goals were the same as his 
52 
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critics, to someday see the Negro American the social, political, economic 
and intellectual equal of any white American. He, too, like the Rev¬ 
erend Martin Luther King, would want his people one day to say "Free at 
last, Free at last, Thank God A1 Mighty we're free at last." 
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